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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1, 5, 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Griffiths et al. (U.S. Patent 6,740,172). 

Griffiths et al. show a sprocket 26 for driving a modular belt which includes a 
shaft 20, the sprocket 26 mounted to the shaft, a hub 30 with a bore for the shaft 20 and 
an outer periphery of the sprocket includes surfaces 26a-26d which are laterally offset 
relative to one another and contact an area of the inner belt surface that laterally varies. 

Re claim 5, the sprocket defines first and second laterally offset surfaces. 

Re claim 8, the sprocket has separable portions 26a, 26b and 26c, 26d. 

Re claim 9, Figure 3 shows a fluid spray. 

Re claim 10, shaft 20 is a drive shaft for driving the belt. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11,15, 18-20, 32, 36 and 39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Griffiths et al. in view of Vetter (US 2005/0061633). 

Griffiths et al. do not show the sprocket 26 as rotating with shaft 20. However, 
shown by Vetter is a sprocket 26 that rotates with a shaft 23. To have Griffiths et al.'s 
sprocket rotate with the shaft would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
as it would eliminate the need for sprocket bearings. 

Re claim 15, see Figure 3. 

Re claim 18, as per claim 8 rejection. 

Re claim 19, as per claim 9 rejection. 

Re claim 20, as per claim 10 rejection. 

Re claim 32, the outer drive surfaces are connected to the hub 30 by 
intermediate portions. 

Re claim 36, as per claim 5 rejection. 
Re claim 39, as per claim 8 rejection. 
Re claim 40, the bore in the hub receives the shaft. 

Re claim 41 f the surface contacted by the sprocket varies with each rotation so 
that the whole inner belt surface may be washed. 
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Claims 2-4, 6, 7, 12-14, 16, 17, 33-35, 37 and 38 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

Claims 21-31 and 42 are allowed. 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/6/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Surfaces 26a and 26b are spaced drive surfaces as per claim 1 . Claim 1 
also does not require the sprocket to rotate with the shaft. Further, to have a sprocket 
rotate with a shaft as opposed to relative to it does not involve an inventive concept as 
shown by Vetter. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James R. Bidwell whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6910. The examiner can normally be reached on Tues.-Fri. from 6:30 to 4:00. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Mondays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene O. Crawford, can be reached on 571-272-691 1 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JRB 

04-17-2006 



